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CHECKLIST AND CRITERIA FOR LOCAL GREEN SPACE DESIGNATION 
    The Cley (or Clay) 
 

 
1 General Information Tick if relevant 

evidence 
Provided 

1.1 Name and address of site 
Some sites have several names and all known names should be given 

 

 The Cley, (also known as The Clay) Grevel Lane, Chipping Campden GL55 

6HS 

 

1.2 Site location plan 

The plan can be at any scale, but must show the location and boundaries 
of the site. 
Please indicate the scale. 

 

  
Google Earth map showing measured area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

See larger 

version at App 1 

1.3 Organisation or individual proposing site for designation 

This will normally be a Town or Parish Council or a recognised 
community group 

 

 Chipping Campden Town Council  

1.4 Ownership of site if known 

Information on land ownership can be obtained from the Land Registry. 
Some land parcels are not registered however local people may know the 
owner. 

 

 Mackenzie Miller Homes  

1.5 Is the owner of the site aware of the potential designation? Do they 
support the designation? (Sites may be designated as Local Green 
Spaces, even if there are objections from the site owners) 

 

 Yes – but they do not support the designation. 

 

 

 

http://www.landregistry.gov.uk/
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1.6 Photographs of site  

 

 

See larger 

version at App 2 

1.7 Community served by the potential Local Green Space 
i.e. does the site serve the whole village/town or a particular geographic 
area or group of people? 

 

 The site serves the whole community.  A well-used footpath runs along the 

boundary on the Hoo side. 

 

2 Planning History  

2.1 Is there currently a planning application for this site? If 
permitted/allocated, could part of the overall site still be used as a Green 
Open Space? 

 

 Further Information – Cotswold District Council – planning applications  

 There is no current planning application on this site.  

2.2 Is the site allocated for development in the Local or Neighbourhood Plan? 
If allocated, could part of the overall site still be used as a Green Open 
Space? 
Further Information – Cotswold District Council – planning policy. 

 

http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/residents/planning-building/planning/online-planning-register/
http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/residents/planning-building/planning-policy/
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 The site is not allocated for development.  

 

The Chipping Campden Site Assessments Strategic Housing and Economic 

Land Availability Assessment 2021 states under CC64 Land off Grevel Lane 

”Unsuitable – the whole of this site is covered by a Tree Preservation Order – 

Discount”. 
 

 

 

The site is outside the Development Boundary. 

 

 

 

The Chipping 

Campden Site 

Assessments 

Strategic 

Housing and 

Economic Land 

Availability 

Assessment  

 
See lager version 

map at App 3 

showing 

Development 

Boundary 

3 Size, scale and “local nature” of proposed Local Green Space  

3.1 Area of proposed site 
It is unlikely that a site of over 20ha (50 acres) would be considered 
suitable for designation. 

 

 5.66 acres See Map at App 1 

3.2 Is the site an “extensive tract of land”? 
(Extensive tracts of land cannot be designated as Local Green Space) 
e.g. how large is it in comparison to other fields; groups of fields; areas of 
land in the vicinity etc.? Does the site “feel” extensive or more local in 
scale? 

 

 It is not an extensive tract of land. See map at App1 

3.3 Is the proposed site “local in character”? 
e.g. does the site feel as though it is part of the local area? And why? 
How does it connect physically, visually and socially to the local area? 
What is your evidence? 
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 The Cotswold AONB Management Plan 2018-2023 states at Policy CE1 

(Landscape) paragraph 2, “Proposals that are likely to impact on, or create 

change in, the landscape of the Cotswold AONB, should have regard to the 

scenic quality of the location and its setting and ensure that views and visual 

amenity are conserved and enhanced.” 
This parcel of land, which makes a positive contribution to the setting of 

Chipping Campden, can be viewed from a Public Right of Way and from the 

wider landscape beyond. It is visible to the public from the Aston Road and 

from the well used footpath along the northern boundary of the site, which 

connects the Aston Road to the Cotswold Way National Trail. The land and 

trees in particular form a backdrop to the Aston Road and can be seen from 

various vantage points in and around Chipping Campden. The Cley is visible 

from the opposing valley to the East with many views from roads and paths 

around Hidcote and the surrounding area to Ebrington. It is a notable feature 

on the approach to the town. 

 

The Cotswold 

AONB 

Management 

Plan 2018-2023 

4 Need for Local Green Space  

4.1 Is there a need for a local green space in this location? 

e.g. is there a shortage of accessible greenspace in the area? Is there a 
village needs survey or parish plan that provides evidence of that need. 
Further information – Natural England (Accessible Natural Greenspace 
Standard) 
Cotswold District Council - Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation Study 

 

 No. The need is not for generic green space but is specific to this site, in light 

of its position and its status as a key element of the environmental setting of 

the Town. This area of green space is an area of natural pasture and wild 

woodland, one of the last in the area, which occupies an elevated position. 

 

 

5 Evidence to show that “the green space is in reasonably close 
proximity to the community it serves” 
Please indicate what evidence you have provided against each 
point. 

 

5.1 How far is the site from the community it serves? 
Is the site within 2km of the local community? 
Possible evidence – a map to show that distance 

 

 It is adjacent to existing dwellings in the town (See map and plans referenced 

in 1.2 above) 

See maps at App 

1 and App 2 
5.2 Are there any barriers to the local community accessing the site from their 

homes? 
e.g. railway line; main road 
Possible evidence – a map to show any potential barriers and how those 
can be overcome. 

 

 The site is in private ownership.  

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/40004?category=47004
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/40004?category=47004
http://consult.cotswold.gov.uk/portal/fp/open_spaces/open_spaces_sport_and_recreation_study
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6 Evidence to show that the green area is “demonstrably special to a 
local community” 
Please indicate what evidence you have provided against each 
point. 

 

6.1 Evidence of support from Parish or Town Council 
e.g. letter of support; Council minutes 

 

 Included in Town Council proposal  

6.2 Evidence of support from other local community groups or individuals. 
e.g. letters of support; petitions; surveys etc. 

 

 The character of Chipping Campden is to a large extent defined by its 
history, evidenced for instance by historic buildings and sites such as Old 
Campden House and Gardens, and its rural setting which tells the story and 
provides a physical link with its agricultural past.  Sites such as the Cley are 
essential elements of the rural setting. The Cley is the last surviving unspoilt 
woodland in the town; it is also the last piece in the jigsaw of the circular 
paths around the town, being a green stgrip adjoining the footpath leading 
down from the Hoo to Aston Road. 
 

DEFRA specifically categorises the site as “Priority Habitat Inventory 

Deciduous Woodland” with regard to biodiversity and habitats. In addition, it 

is in an area categorised as “Environmentally Sensitive” and is included in the 

“Ground Water Vulnerability Map” 
 

Many letters of support were received by the Town Council, 

 

 

Letter at App 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source Material 

5. referenced at 

end of toolkit 

 

 

Letters at App 5 

6.3 Evidence of support from community leaders 

e.g. letters of support from Ward Members; County Councillors; MP etc. 
Further information on contact details - Cotswold District Council, 
Gloucestershire County Council, House of Commons 

 

 This submission is supported by local District Councillors Gina Blomefield 

and Tom Stowe. 

 

 

6.4 Evidence of support from other groups 
e.g. letters of support from organisations such as Campaign to Protect 
Rural England; Cotswolds Conservation Board; Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust; Gloucestershire Rural Community Council; Cotswold Water Park 
Trust; local amenity societies; local schools etc. 

 

 This submission is supported by The Campden Society. Letter OS 

7 Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local 
significance, for example because of its beauty,” (if applicable) 
Please indicate what evidence you have provided against each 
point. 

 

7.1 Is this criterion relevant to this site ?  

  
Yes 
 

 

http://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
http://findyourmp.parliament.uk/
http://www.staffnet.cotswold.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=3023
http://www.staffnet.cotswold.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=3023
http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/
http://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
http://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
http://www.grcc.org.uk/
http://www.waterpark.org/
http://www.waterpark.org/
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7.2 Describe why the community feels that the site has a particular local 
significance for its beauty. 

 

 The Cley is the last remaining piece of wild woodland in Chipping Campden. 

The report from the Cotswold District Council Tree Officer to a meeting of 

the Cotswold District Council on the 20th October 2020 in support of the 

TPO on the site stated inter alia “Self-seeded trees grow as a result of natural 

regeneration, as opposed to being planted.  A tree or trees that are self-seeded 

in such circumstances have grown naturally and are considered worthy of 

protection.”  A report from Aspect Arboriculture Ltd said “In terms of the 

trees present within the Cley, the dominant species major on Ash and 

Sycamore, with occasional Oak, Elder, Beech and Birch, with an understory 

of Hawthorn and Elder.  Again as is typical for the site’s current context, a 

varied range of ages are present, spanning from young natural colonization, 

through a large proportion of early maturing established components to a 

small number of mature individual trees.  Taking the average across the 

entire population found a conservative useful retention span of 40-100 

years”. 
Sam Southgate of the RHS said in a letter dated 8th July 2020 to the Tree 

Officer of CDC, “Working for the RHS gives me a privileged position to 

observe and hear how important increasingly diminishing areas of woodland 

are to the mental and physical wellbeing of the public.  Removal of areas of 

woodland is an issue close to the heart of many members of the public”. 
As stated in 3.3 above, any change to the nature of this area of land would be 

extremely detrimental to the ecology of the town and would also have 

significant visual impact to the local population of Chipping Campden. 

Source Material 

2 referenced at 

end of toolkit 

 

 

 

7.3 Site visibility 
e.g. is it easy to see the site from a public place? Are there long-distance 
views of the site? Are there views of the site from any key locations? 

 

 This parcel of land, which makes a positive contribution to the setting of 

Chipping Campden, can be viewed from a Public Right of Way and from the 

wider landscape beyond. It is visible to the public from the Aston Road and 

from the well used footpath along the northern boundary of the site, which 

connects the Aston Road to the Cotswold Way National Trail. The land and 

trees in particular form a backdrop to the Aston Road and can be seen from 

various vantage points in and around Chipping Campden. The Cley is visible 

from the opposing valley to the East with many views from roads and paths 

around Hidcote and the surrounding area to Ebrington. It is a notable feature 

on the approach to the town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo showing 

view from from 

the top of the 

Sheppey, with 

Sheppey in 

foreground, the 

Hoo to the top 

left, and the Cley 

to the top right 

(larger version at 

App 6 
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7.4 Is the site covered by any landscape or similar designations? 
e.g. Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty; Conservation Area; Special 
Landscape Area 
Further information – Cotswold District Council; Natural England; 
Cotswolds Conservation Board 

 

 It is within the Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and adjacent to 

the Conservation Area of Chipping Campden 

 

7.5 Is the site (or the type of site) specifically mentioned in any relevant landscape 
character assessments or similar documents? 
e.g. Cotswolds AONB landscape character assessment. Further information – 
Cotswold District Council; Natural England; Cotswolds Conservation Board 

 

 The Chipping Campden Site Assessments Strategic Housing and Economic Land 

Availability Assessment 2021 states under CC64 Land off Grevel Lane 

”Unsuitable – the whole of this site is covered by a Tree Preservation Order – 

Discount”. 
DEFRA specifically categorises the site as “Priority Habitat Inventory Deciduous 

Woodland” with regard to biodiversity and habitats. In addition, it is in an area 

categorised as “Environmentally Sensitive” and is included in the “Ground Water 

Vulnerability Map” 

Source Material 

4. referenced at 

end of toolkit 

 

 

Source Material 

5. referenced at 

end of toolkit 

 
7.6 Does the site contribute to the setting of a historic building or other special 

feature? 
 

 No  

7.7 Is the site highlighted in literature or art? 
e.g. is the site mentioned in a well-known poem or shown in a famous painting? 

 

 No  

8 Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local 
significance for example because of its historic significance” (if 
applicable) 
Please indicate what evidence you have provided against each point. 

 

8.1 Is this criterion relevant to this site ?  

  
Yes 

 

8.2 Are there any historic buildings or remains on the site? 
e.g. listed buildings; scheduled ancient monuments ; registered parks 
and gardens; war memorials; other historic remains or structures. 
Further information – Cotswold District Council; English Heritage; 
Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record; Gloucestershire Archives; 
local history society; 

 

 No  

http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/residents/planning-building/landscape/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/default.aspx
http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/
http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/residents/planning-building/landscape/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/default.aspx
http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/
http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/
http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/residents/planning-building/historic-buildings-conservation-areas/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-for-england/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/her
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives/article/107703/Archives-Homepage
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8.3 Are there any important historic landscape features on the site? 

e.g. old hedgerows; ancient trees; historic ponds or historic garden features 
Further information – Cotswold District Council; English Heritage; 
Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record; local history society 

 

 It is the site of historical orchards and remaining fruit trees are still in evidence. 

In addition the site is dominated by wooded copses and semi-improved pasture, 

with amenity hedgerows and tree lines at the site boundaries and a stream along 

the majority of the northern boundary. 

See letter at App 4 

8.4 Did the site play an important role in the historic development of the village or 
town? 
e.g. the old site of the town railway station; the old garden for the manor 
house etc. 

 

 No  

8.5 Did any important historic events take place on the site?  

 No  

8.6 Do any historic rituals take place on the site? 
e.g. well-dressing; maypole dancing etc. 

 

 No  

   

9 Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local 
significance, for example because of its recreational value (including as 
a playing field)”, (if applicable) 
Please indicate what evidence you have provided against each point. 

 

9.1 Is this criteria relevant to this site?  

  
Yes 

 

9.2 Is the site used for playing sport? 

If so what sport? How long has it been used for sports provision? Is this sports 
provision free or is a club membership required? 
Further information – Sport England 

 

 No  

9.3 Are the public able to physically access the site? 

e.g. are there any public rights of way across the site? Or adjacent to the site? 
Has access been allowed on a discretionary basis? Is there public access to 
the whole site or only part? Is there good disabled access to the site? (A site 
can still be designated even if there is no public access.) 
Further information – Gloucestershire County Council 

 

 There is a well used public footpath, a right of way, adjacent to the Cley. At 

present, the abundant wildlife in the site flourishes undisturbed due to the absence 

of human activity and dog walkers in particular. 

 

http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/residents/planning-building/historic-buildings-conservation-areas/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-for-england/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/her
http://www.sportengland.org/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/prow
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9.4 Is the site used by the local community for informal recreation? And since when? 
e.g. dog walking; sledging; ball games etc 

 

 No  

10 Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local 
significance, for example because of its tranquility” (if applicable) 
Please indicate what evidence you have provided against each point. 

 

10.1 Is this criterion relevant to this site ?  

  
Yes 

 

10.2 Do you consider the site to be tranquil? 
e.g. are there are any roads or busy areas close by? 

 

 The site is a calm green space away or shielded from the main road and is viewed 

from many footpaths across neighbouring fields. 

 

10.3 Is the site within a recognised tranquil area? 
e.g. within the Campaign to Protect Rural England‟s tranquility maps 

 

 Yes – the CPRE tranquility maps show the wider areas as being very or mainly 

tranquil. 

 

 

11 Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local 
significance, for example because of the richness of its wildlife”; (if 
applicable) 
Please indicate what evidence you have provided against each point. 

 

11.1 Is this criterion relevant to this site ?  

   

  
Yes 

 

11.2 Is the site formally designated for its wildlife value? 
e.g. as a site of special scientific interest; a key wildlife site etc 
Further information - Natural England; Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental 
Records 

 

 No  

11.3 Are any important habitats or species found on the site? 
e.g. habitats and species listed in the UK priority habitats and species lists or 
in the Cotswold Water Park or Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plans or 
protected species or on the red/amber lists of birds of conservation concern. 
Further information - Natural England; Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental 
Records; National Biodiversity Network; Cotswold Water 
Park Trust; RSPB 

 

 The Cotswold AONB Management Plan 2018-2023, Policy CE7, states that 

”biodiversity in the Cotswold AONB should be preserved and enhanced by 

establishing a coherent and resilient ecological network across the Cotswold 

AONB and in its setting, focusing on the priority species” which are listed in 

Appendix 8 to that document. 

Source Material 

1. Referenced at 

end of toolkit 

http://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/countryside/tranquil-places
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/maps/default.aspx
http://www.gcer.co.uk/
http://www.gcer.co.uk/
http://www.gcer.co.uk/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/maps/default.aspx
http://www.gcer.co.uk/
http://www.gcer.co.uk/
http://www.gcer.co.uk/
http://www.nbn.org.uk/
http://www.waterpark.org/
http://www.waterpark.org/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/Images/BoCC_tcm9-217852.pdf


10 

Local Green Space Toolkit draft 3 05/03/14 
 

 

In a Natural Capital Evaluation, part of the Cley has been identified as a 

Woodland Stepping Stone. 
11.4 What other wildlife of interest has been found on the site? 

Further information - Natural England; Gloucestershire Centre for 
Environmental Records; National Biodiversity Network; Cotswold Water 
Park Trust 

 

 The Biodiversity 2020 and National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

paragraph 114 states “Local planning authorities should set out a strategic 

approach in their Local Plans, planning positively for the creation, protection, 

enhancement and management of networks of biodiversity and green 

infrastructure” 
The land the subject of this submission is home to an extremely wide variety of 

wildlife including hares, rabbits, moles, fieldmice, muntjac deer, roe deer, foxes, 

badgers and pipistrelle bats. Also jackdaws, rooks pheasant, cuckoo, owls (barn 

owls and tawny owls), green woodpecker, lesser-spotted woodpecker, great-

spotted woodpecker, redstart, song thrush, chiff-chaff, nuthatch, tree creeper, 

goldcrest, chaffinch, bullfinch, greenfinch, and goldfinch.  In addition nesting 

sparrowhawks are present, and red kites, buzzards, and peregrine falcons are 

regular visitors and hunt within this habitat. 

Source Material 

3. referenced at 

end of toolkit 

 

 

 

See photos at 

App 7 

11.5 Is the site part of a long term study of wildlife by members of the local 
community? 
e.g. long-term monitoring of breeding birds. 

 

 Not known  

12 Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, 
for any other reason”; (if applicable) 
Please indicate what evidence you have provided against each point. 

 

12.1 Is this criterion relevant to this site ?  

  
Yes 

 

12.2 Are there any other reasons why the site has a particular local significance for 
the local community? 

 

 There is significant run-off flooding risk from the land above the Cley to housing 

in Grevel Lane, the Aston Road, and the surrounding area. It is included in 

DEFRA’s categorization as Lower Spatial Priority. 

The present nature of the Cley, with the existing woodland and its root structure, 

provides stability to the land and a protection to the clay soil system, and as such 

acts as a flood barrier. 

 

The Cley is identified as having a Moderate contribution to the Natural Flood 

Management stock. (CNL Natural Capital Survey May 21.) 

v 

 

 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/maps/default.aspx
http://www.gcer.co.uk/
http://www.gcer.co.uk/
http://www.nbn.org.uk/
http://www.waterpark.org/
http://www.waterpark.org/
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Source Material referred to in the toolkit 
 

1. Cotswold AONB Management Plan 2018-23 
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/planning/cotswolds-aonb-management-plan 
2. Cotswold Character Landscape (AONB) Landscape Character Assessments 
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/7_Figures.pdf 
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/3_TheCotswoldsLandscape_2.pdf 
3. Green Infrastructure Open Space and Play Strategy 2017 
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/tnegerid/5406-green-infrastructure-open-space-
and-play-space-strategy-part-1-aug-2017.pdf 
4. Chipping Campden Site Assessments Strategic Housing and Economic Land 

Availability Assessment 2021 
https://cotswold.gov.uk/media/0mn/2mnb/2-2-04d-site-assessments-chipping-
campden-pdf 
5. Defra categorisation 
https://www.magic.defra.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/planning/cotswolds-aonb-management-plan
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/7_Figures.pdf
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/3_TheCotswoldsLandscape_2.pdf
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/3_TheCotswoldsLandscape_2.pdf
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/tnegerid/5406-green-infrastructure-open-space-and-play-space-strategy-part-1-aug-2017.pdf
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/tnegerid/5406-green-infrastructure-open-space-and-play-space-strategy-part-1-aug-2017.pdf
https://cotswold.gov.uk/media/0mn/2mnb/2-2-04d-site-assessments-chipping-campden-pdf
https://cotswold.gov.uk/media/0mn/2mnb/2-2-04d-site-assessments-chipping-campden-pdf
https://www.magic.defra.gov.uk/
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 

 

  



14 

Local Green Space Toolkit draft 3 05/03/14 
 

Appendix 3 

 

Map (from Local Plan) showing Development Boundary 
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Appendix 4 

 

 
 
 
2nd November 2022 
 
Neighbourhood Development Plan – Green Spaces Consultation 
 
Dear Mr Haines 
 
Chipping Campden History Society (CCHS), formed in 1984, has always regarded the green spaces of Campden 
as important as the buildings that are appreciated by residents and visitors alike. We have a long-term research 
group investigating ‘Campden’s Changing Landscape’ in its various formats – geology, ridge and furrow 
farming, pre-enclosure and post-enclosure fields, allotments since 1820 - and the impacts of the changes on the 
agrarian economy. 
The two Gainsborough estate maps of 1722 and 1818, followed by the more recent OS maps, chart the changes 
in the fields which have names that mark their history and are part of the community’s collective memory of 
the green spaces that surround us.  
 
The Clay – Grevel Lane 
 
The fields now known as The Clay were converted to allotment use in the 1830s, after local working people 
petitioned the Earl of Gainsborough for land to grow their own vegetables. Initially there were two areas, 
known as Middle and Little Ground, providing 33 and 29 plots respectively. 
 
By the 1890s the areas had been combined to form ‘The Clay’, (not CLEY) evidenced by the attached 1890s plan 
from the Exton Archives (the archive of papers of the Gainsborough estate). The allotments continued into the 
new century, but demand fell away after WWI and eventually part of the field was converted to housing called 
Grevel Lane. As with Badgers field, our members have spoken about the importance of retaining at least part of 
the original fields, with their abundance of wildlife.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Jennifer fox 
 
Chairman 
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Appendix 5 
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Appendix 6 

 

Photo showing view from from the top of the Sheppey, with Sheppey in foreground, the Hoo to the top left, and the Cley to 

the top right 
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Appendix 7 

 


